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notables regarding the settlement of the question of the monarchy.   Their
response was, of course, to the same effect as before :
" Thou alone art our Qibla and our Ka'ba, and we do not wish to follow anyone
but thee. We will give our lives to thy service and sacrifice our fortunes for thee
as Shah."
When it was clear that the heads of those present were confused with
wine, Nadir gave them leave to depart. For four days and nights this
scene was repeated; according to Muhammad Kazim, Nadir wished
to discover whether any of the leaders, when heedless through the effects
of drink, expressed preference for the Safavis ; none, however, were
rash enough to do so, and all were emphatic in their protestations of loyalty
to him. Nevertheless, Mirza Abdu'l-tlasan, the Mulla-Bashi or Chief
Mulla, when, as he imagined, in the privacy of his tent, remarked :
" Everyone is for the Safavi dynasty." Spies overheard these words
and reported them to Nadir, with the result that the Mulla-Bashi was
strangled in his presence on the following day.1
Nadir now felt that the time had come when he could safely give up
the pretence of not wishing to accept the crown. He accordingly convened
another assembly, to which he announced, through the medium of Tahmasp
Khan Jalayir, his willingness to become Shah, upon the following con-
ditions :
 (1)	No one should abandon Nadir and support any son of the ex-Shah.
 (2)	The Sunni faith should be adopted in place of the Shi'a, whose obnoxious
and heretical practices must cease.   The Shi'a faith had been adopted by
Shah Isma'il and had occasioned much bloodshed between Persia and
Turkey.   "... if the people of Persia desire that we (Nadir) should reign,
they must abandon this doctrine which is opposed to the faith of the noble
predecessors and the great family of the Prophet, and (they must) follow
the religion of the Sunnis.   Since the Imam Ja'faru's-Sadiq was descended
from the Prophet... the faith (tariqa, literally the'' road') of the people
of Persia is clearly this religion.   They should make him the head of their
sect."
 (3)	No act of treason should be committed against Nadir or his son.   All
should be submissive to them.
All those present signified their acceptance of these conditions without
demur ; having witnessed the tragic fate of the Mulla-Bashi, they well
knew what the slightest manifestation of opposition or disapproval would
entail. When the decision of the assembly was conveyed, to Nadir, he
made all present sign a muster-roll (mahgar-nama)*
Nadir's slaughter of the Mulla-Bashi and his substitution of the Sunni
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